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walk
the
line

IF NATURE IS A MOTHER, PATAGONIA
IS HER DROP-DEAD-GORGECUS
YET WILDLY TEMPERAMENTAL
PROGENY. LIKE MOTHS TO A FLAME,
ADVENTURERS ARE DRAWN TC THIS
MAGNETIC FORCE OF A REGION,
COMPLETE WITH TURQUOQISE
WATERS, GLACIERS AND~FOR THE
DETERMINED~PUMAS

n by Corry
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"“PATAGONIA BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH THE LATIN
LEGEND REGIO GIGANTUM, OR, 'REGION OF GIANTS”

For the bold, winter in Chilean
Patagonia is a secret season void of
crowds and rich with extraordinary
scenery, wildlife sightings, and
blurred edges between one's own
sense of the rational and the insane.
Flashes of doubt—"“What if I fall
short, lose my nerve or become
unglued” —have been known to keep
the inner pioneer subdued and the
journey at bay. True adventure isn't
always neat and tidy, so embrace the
unpredictable, the unexpected, and,
hell, even the accidental.

o to me: cold, wee, and in way over my head oo

an ambitious advanced trek with explora Patagy

An explota gulde for mece than 1o years, Chine

, @ natwve Chilean trekker with

a pradessional fon
thousands of hours conguering the formadable terrain and
urpredictable weather In the region. 1 had come to hang
on his every ward

Slow ar dy. he dmected our &

p through each

in rmy own personal vertical nightma chscure dict trall

now peppered with hy potholes and slippesy concenled

lee. Despite & all, 13 miles In, ' was 2 on a surpeising high,

where, the sound and sight of the loy terram

g under Chimo's feet struck me to the coce, Suddenly

hi

hard. in 2 flash he was oo his back and whesced away
[ was absabeely temified

Buat first, let me rewind a bax

When the earitest BEaropean navigators chasted the New
shabited by

Woeld, they clatmed 1o have witnessed a ln

glants. Because of oclated with

Paragoni became 2

the Latin Jegend reglo gigantum, of, “reglon of glants.”

Today, we krow with certainty that Patagnnia is indeed the

realm of glants ~but not the hurman variety. Here, the ywe

aine massif, as well as the weeld's

largest mountain b

the Fatagonian puma, stand tall in
t

sweeping expansiveness of a landscape that's Intersely

sawrated with natural hues and |agged, yet organac, shapes.

Rivaling any blg-cax safari arcund the woeld, one of

South Amerka's mo

brated adventure specialt

Quasar Expeds

s, NOwW s up-chse-and

personal encounters with the majestic puma pe:

In Patagonia. Bestes yet, they otfer a coveted opportunicy

to shadow one of thelr renowned puma tracking teams

within Tarres del

Busphere Resecve, 26 we

reserves and wildermness

This is about mece than

nnecting, Quasar odfers a
chance to step outside the usual and talce on an entirely

new persona. In addition to pee-daam alarm s

puma

king demands laser focus, physical intensity,

and indinite pattence, and requires the nghs gear and

unconditianal love for a animal thae could very well
kill you. 1 couldn't walt

n Chale (May - Aug

in the winee Patagonia’s parks

e delaghttully uncrowded. In addition
leep

ers in the masswe Lag

and private Rands

to tracking pema n asar specialzes In on- foot

puma en

This means the freedom for tracker and client to walk off

trall and get involved In the tracking process o foot

something that & not permutted within the nearby park:
This Is what we came bere for

e~ a wril

. Ly crographer. Net here!

Under Quasar Expeditions' arelage, we were 2 budding

puma tracking team. Due to 2 habltae thas spans

mary different countries and ¢

nares, the pur

uding mountain lon

has lots of names,

what you call & still

and pantber. But no mat
the same cat, puma concior

in the biackest of black of pre-dawn, Lucy and [ were

wiisloed away by jeep by our prevee ing team with

istan Asm our

1 puma

g tearns lke these have thear
m. The puma has an extenstve habitat,

ind tropical

focests, swamps, and desects. Further, pumas are natw
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camoufhiged against the neutral hues of thelr enviroament,
0 spotting ore is lke findng an eyelash in the eyeof 2
roedle in a haystack. Yet Quasar Expeditions” guides and
puma trackmg experts are always up for the challenge.

Save the cocasional crackle of the radio and hushed
radio chatzer in Spanish, the rde was 2 quiet one. Cristian
caredully sowed the jeep to a stop. “Gal" he whispered
at me with force. Jorge had disappeared bee a ghast from
he
steep terrain, almos: catlike, dexterously hlending ineo the
fagged terrain. 1 blurted, “Oh, me? Right!" Barely awake,

the jeep. Keeping his body night and low, he raced u

rmuch Jess in miy bedy, [ exited far less gracefully, grabbed
my pack, and raced up the mountadn after himn,

There aren't enough woeds In Spanish o English o
descrive this hadass. A tologist, nacuralist guide, and

tracker since graduating university, Jorge Cardenas 5 2

Southern Caltfornta nastve. He honed his skills in Africa
under the tuseage of Jocal peofessionals befoce moving oo
to pay his dues for years as a wildlife tracker, specializing
in big cats, in South America. Despite being a foreigner m
a tight - knit commemity of expert ratrve-Chilean wildlife

guides and chasers, today

rge is ane of the mast respected
puma trackers in Patagoos.
Enecgized by fear and e, 1 used his silbovette pelsed

on a high ridge In from a kaleddoscope of sunrise colocs to
guide me. Evennally I caught up and found Jerge skillfully
tucked tn at the top of a high ridge, peotected from the
ekements, quiely putfing on his busterscotch - cake - flavored
vape. Not a woed was spoken. His razor - sharp eyes and
powerful binocalars scanned the hartzon for chaes, sgrs of
puma tn the dstance.

life tracky

13 daes back to

cic hureers, who used it princpally to gather

food. Today travel and tracking wildlife comes In many

farms, including on foot, by wehicle, using radias, and m
certam cases, saellizes. Here, sight, sound, simell, touch,
and even taste, rule,

Back on the rdge, radio chatter came altve. A pura had
been spotted —a female with her four cabs. Pumas are

solzary animals, so it's extraordinary to see moare than ane

at a time, unless it's a mother with cubs or a pair matng,
As this elusive bexsy stopped to sip from the rtver, bhee
oabs bounded ahead and dragped behind like happy

The Jocaks' nickname foc her Is Rupestre, a nod to the
cave palntings tn the park where she was first spotted
(Fircuras Rupestres). A pretty name, and misieadmgly
sweet for a powertul peedator that & moece than 100 peunds
of death machine. Pumas have been recorded leaping 18
feet up into the air and even farther hortzoozally. Like fts
chase relasive the cheetah, the puma would rather fice than
fight, and rarely engages with humans. jorge kept us close,
yee at just the right distance. She chose to tolerate him,
and by defaalt, us, With Jorge blocking the path between
all fernales irvrolved, Lucy 2nd | took in this glorous

specimen, this alpha female. in quiet awe

We went oa to spend two perfect days actively looking
pamas acrass a vasz landscape, following and

photngraphing them, while sraegizing where they will
rap and feed In a vast graveyard littered with guanaco
bones. These mammals, relatives of the Andean llama
and the African camel, congregate in this pan of the parkc
during the winter foc the procscticn that the hills and

walls of x5 valleys offer from the wind and snow at niight,
making them prame pama dinrer

After each ingoxicaing purma encounter, Lucy and 1
reveled In the routine — travelers and trackers basking in

traumph together, with plenty of antmated stocyzelling and

Irdtvidual vices to celebeate and keep us warm. As liquid
ntcosine and whiskey flowed, 50 too did maee, a debghefully
caffeme-infused drink

Not all tales told are festive. Wildibe tradeers navigate the
terraim on behalf of dscemming dients, but they are also on
the froct lines of conservaion, often putting themsedes
risk. This bs moce than 2 business; It is 2 way of life mohing
tremendos peide and passton for the surval of this now

nearky erdangerned speces.

The puma lives in 28 coursries in the Americas. Despite
bemg moce valuable than gold to boch tourism in Chile
and the Patagenian ecosysterm, 3 puma can be captured
or killed 2 2 preemptive or retallatory punshment foc
vestedk predation. kegal and tllegal spore hunting, and
b

shoes for even a mament & an inspining remninder of

bounty

nting Walkang in an expest puma tracker's

the fragility of these majestic creatures and the greater
struggle to protect big cats

As It came into focus 2t the end of each thrill-seeking
day, the glarious sighe of luxurious explora Patagonia
Ledge made us exhale deeply. Exploma architects German
del Sol and José Cruz Ovalle have recedved the Chilean
Natsonal Architecture Award, and the Patagonia Lodge, as
with all of thetr hoeels, seamlessly blends Inzo its rernate
and rugged surroundings

Anchoced ltke 2 white ship on the shoces of turquolse
Lalee Pebhioé, explora Patagonia’s unique Jocation sets
travelers lnerally in the midde of Toeres del Pame Natsooal
Pari, while greeting them with award - winning architecture
and hreathtaking panoramic views of the Paire ridge and
the granite towers. Conceived 25 an empawering and

luxurious base, exploca Patagonia features every amenity

needed 0 really relax and restoce in between each epic
explocasion. The 0 -room lodge offers soene of the mast
lmpresstve views of anty Jodge I Fatagonsa. fust steps
arway troen the main bullding, the spa Is a perfoct place to
urmdngd, equpped with heated, covered poal, sauna, and
four open-alr Jacuxzis with views to the Pame River. A hot
steam followed by the coldest of cold plurges In the rives Is
a guranteed wakeup call and call to action

Speaking of action, hack to my beush with death

“15 there another way cut of this?"' Lucy screamed over

the sudden rabld snowstoem and frenesic wind, tossing us
doser to choloes beeween sheer drop or rock wall of e
“There must be an easser trall badk down!" Our guide,
Chino, yelled back m aimoaost crazed delight, “This & the

easy path!* 1 wondered if he had gone mad. I can't do

this! I'm g2t a writer from Califoental® Chino was unfazed,
hining rebounded effoctlessly - this was just anocher day m

paradise, despite the fact that he was soaked, his eyebrows

de unibeow. “NOT TOOAY!" he bellowed
You are a weiter and a world - famous

now one big k

enthusatically
explocer! Add those spikes to yoar shoes, grab your poles
and Jet's do this!*

Rather than avosding the elements, explo guides want
things to happen. Come wind, rin, maybe snow, or even
blazing sunshine, you will be inspired and ready to venture
out into 3 remarkable land, guided by specalists armed
with world - class expenence and training,

Every evening, explora Patagonia’s guldes meet with
guests and explain all the avadlable opticas foc the nexe
day, heiping you choose an exploration that masches your
interests and abolities. For three mare glorious days, Lucy
and [ were pleasaraly drunk on the exploca Koot~ Ald as
we enjoyed walks toward crystal clear lakes and Jenga tree
forests, hiles to viewpotnts, and harseback rides through
the park's pampas (grasslands} and along its rivers

And we were delighefully Inspared by Chilean
Chardonnay when we signed on for the advarced 13-mide
trek with Chino on oar firal day. Just as 1 was ready to curl
ireo the fetal position and call for a helicopeer evac, the
adventure geds smiled on us from above; the sun emerged
and wath it, 2 magndficent male puma.

Today these memocies come back to me when 1 least

expect 2 when 1 find myself unsure ~vivad flashbacks of
Yy strongest seit

Like 2 trast fall, doa't think too much: let go and have
faith ~explora Pxagoni's wam of expest “spotters” are
cersain to catch. @
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