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IF NATURE IS A MOTHER, PATAGONIA
IS HER DROP-DEAD-GORGECUS
YET WILDLY TEMPERAMENTAL
PROGENY. LIKE MOTHS TO A FLAME,
ADVENTURERS ARE DRAWN TC THIS
MAGNETIC FORCE OF A REGION,
COMPLETE WITH TURQUOQISE
WATERS, GLACIERS AND~FOR THE
DETERMINED~PUMAS

n by Corry
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“PATAGONIA BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH THE LATIN
LEGEND REGIO GIGANTUM, OR 'REGION OF GIANTS*

The bold winter in Chilean Patagonia is
a secret season void of crowds and rich
with extraordinary scenery, wildlife
sightings and blurred edges between
one’s own sense of the rational and
the insane. Flashes of doubt—"“What
if I fall short, lose my nerve or become
unglued?” —have been known to keep
the inner pioneer subdued and the
journey at bay. True adventure isn't
always neat and tidy, so embrace the
unpredictable, the unexpected and,
hell, even the accidental.
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me: cold, wee and in way over my head on
an ambitious advanced trek with explora Patagonia
An exploca guide for meee than 10 years, Chine 1s

with

thousands of hours conguering the formadable terrain and

a pradessional force--a native Chilean treldoe

urpredictable weather In the region. 1 had come to hang

on has every word

ow and seady, he diected our group theough each step

In oy own personal ver

al nightmare: an chsaure dirt trail

now peppered with skeshy potholes and slippecy, coocenled

lce. Despite 2 2, 13 miles in 1 was 2 on a surpedsing high. Out

of nowhere, the sound and sight of the toy terram cacking

under Chino's feet struck me to the core. Saddenly he fedl

hand 1 b wits on bas back and whisked avay. Twas

abaclutely teerified

But first, let me rewind a ke o the earliest Eun

tocs charted the New Weekd, they claimed to

s Because of this,

e Larin legend regeo
“region of gants. *
iy we know with cermamty that Patagonia is indeed

the realm of glants — but not the huenan vartety. Here, the

awe - Insplring Toeres del Pame masstd, as well 25 ooe of the

woeld's largess ain lons, the Patagontan puma, stard

tall in the sweeping expansveness of 2 landscape thx's

Ireersely saturaeed with natural hoes and jagged yee

urgal

Rivaling any big-cat safari around the woeld, Quasar
Expeditinns -~ one of South America’s most celebeated

adventure spect,

now provides up-close-and

personal encounters wi

the majestic

ma populaticn

in Fatagonia. Bester yet, they offer 3

veted oppartunity

e of thelr renowned puma tr.

within Torres del Faine Natonal Park--2 UNESCD

Bosphere B

o5 well as the surrounding privace

reserves and wildermness

This is abeut mece than disconnecting, Quasar

s a

chance to step cutside the usual and talee on an entirely

new persona. In addition to pee-dawm alarm

puma-tracking demands haser focus, physical miensny

and Infirate pacience and requires the righ

% gear and

uncanditional love a wild animal thae could very well

kill you. 1 coulddn't walt

In the winger in Chile (May through August),
Patagonia's parks and peivace lands are delightfully

urcrowded. In addition to track puma by jeep, Quasar

specializes m on-foot puma encounters in the

Tasse

Laguna Amarga Ranch. This means the freedom

tracker

and daent to walk off-trat] and get Involved In the tracking

process on {00t soenething that 1s not permitted within

the nearby park. Thus Is what we came here for

a writer. Lucy: a photographer. Not here! Under

peditions’ tutelage, we were a bodding

Quasar

Puma- T

g team. Due to a habltae thae spans

mary different countres and

Itures, the puma

has lots of names inchading mtaln ton,

and panthes. But what you call

n the b pee-dawn, Lucy and [ were

whised away 0 a jeep by our private tracking team with

specalized puma guide Cr

tan Asun and our expert puma
tracker Jorge Cardenas. Traddng teams like these barve thear

woek cut out dor thern. The puma has an extensive habitat,

prefe derse underhnash 2 oy areas foc stalk

but it can also Iive m open plalns, cociferous and tropical

focests, swamps and desests. Further, pumas are naty

camouflaged agamst the neueral hues of therr emaranment.
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S0 spotting coe Is like tding an eyelash In

needle ina haystack. Yet Quasar Expeditions” guides and

puma-tracking exg hallenge.

Save the o the radio 2nd hushed

25 2 quact ane. Cristian

red

had disappeared Like a ghast from
the jeep. Keeping his body tight and Jow, he raced up the
o the

ke

catlike, dexterously blending

d tecrain. 1 blurted, “Oh, me? Right!" Barely ¥

much ke

in nvy body, T ex

d far less gracefully, gratbed

my pack and raced up the mountain after him

There aren't eno glish co

describe this hadass. A biclogist, naturalist gu

track

since graduating univessity, Jorge C
¢. He

pe of Jocal peofessionals befoce movin

uthern California nas oned has skills in Afiica

under the tug

)

to pay his dues for years as a wildlife tracke

alizirg
in big cats in South Amy

a tighe-kn

commranity of e

ors, toda

guld

puma trac

m Paragy

i

nd awe, 1 used his

ed from the

quie

paffing on his b

sterscotch calce- fla

pe. Not a woed was spoken. His o YOS ¥

coulirs scanned the horizon

ance
racking dates b

rs, who used 1t prin

Today travel and tracking wildlife comes in many

ter came altve. A puma had

been spocted - a female with her four 5. Pumas are

solnary animals, s extraordinary to see more tha

at a tme unless it's a me

with cubs o a pair matng

As this elustve beaaty stopped to sip fram the

nats bounded ahead and dragged behing like happy

ame for her 18 Rupes

»d 1o the
in the park w

ere she was tirst spotted

rety
ectul predatoe t

death machine. Pumnas have been reo

Into the alr and even facther horlzontally

1

e its close relative the

petahs, the purma w
rather flee than fight and racely &

e right distance. She

0 kept us clase yer at just

rate him--and, by defaalt, us.

the path besween all females involved, Lucy and 1 took in

tous specimen, this alpha temr

pale, In qu

perfect days actively lo

banes. These mammals, relatives of the Andean llama

and the African camed, o ate in this parm of the

s that o

s and walls
¢ and snow at night
e puma dinrer

puma

ounter, Lucy

reveled In the routme - travelers and trackers bask!




ogesher, with plercy red storytel

and Individual vices to celebeae

ep us warm. As

) too did m.

Wildlte tracie

dlents, but

ey

Is the easy pathi ™ 1

moee than 2 business; it an't do this! I'm

rvolving

sion for the survval of this now

dous peide and |

erdangered speces.

puma Hves in 28 cou

5 In the Americas. Despite ot big Kide unibeors

Yoo are

moce valua h tourism in Chale bellowrd enthasta:

e than gold to b

cally. *

Patagenan ec

rt Add those sp

et's do thes

e and training,

s guldes

wd explain all the avatlabl

e of luxurious exp guests apticns for the next
day, hoose an exploation that maxches

s and abllities, For three more g days,

2 K
rystal clear lakes and
ard harseback

rides thn ds) and

Lake Pebd, its rivers

travele And w

trek

and Terd 35 AN ETIpoNT

pasition and call

luxurious base, exploca Patagonia featu

Ty Amend

eplc
of the mast

adventure gods smiled on us from above

d to really re estoce In between e

explocasion. Tt

esstve views of arry Jodge

5 away from the main bulldng, the

1 place to umwind - equipped w

alth. Explora P

view

pen - al ertain to carch. @

Faine A hot stea the coldest pho

the river is a guarantecd and call to acx

929



